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manufacture of agricultural machinery and then consumers'
goods. In 1913, 90 per cent., to-day only 60 per cent, of the
industrial output comes from the Ukraine and Moscow and
Leningrad regions. A new distribution of industry has taken
place. The map has been changed with the creation of new
coal and iron bases and new powerful industrial regions in the
Asiatic republics, Siberia, the Far East, and Karelia. In both
the old and new industries the most modern industrial improve-
ments have been introduced. The Soviet Union manufactures
its own machinery, and is practically independent of foreign
countries for the supply of raw materials and manufactured
goods. The country has been electrified by the construction of
a vast electrical transmission system, connecting numerous new
power stations. The annual output of electricity in 1937 had
risen to twenty times that of 1913, and in the production of
electrical energy the U.S.S.R. occupies third place in the
world (39*6 billion kw.h. in 1938). In twenty years the Soviet
Union has become one of the leading industrial nations of
the world.
Large-scale planning of inter-district relations is well illus-
trated by the Ural-Kuznetsk Combine. Trains carry iron
ore from the Urals to the Kuznetsk region, and return with
coking coal. Thus each region receives supplies of that
material which it lacks for its iron and steel industry. The
recently constructed Turkestan-Siberian railway carries raw
cotton northward to new textile factories in Western Siberia,
and wheat and timber southward to the Asiatic republics,
enabling each region to specialize in that type of economy to
which it is most suited. The development of industry in the
Krasnoyarsk, Irkutsk, and Chita districts, as well as in the
Far East, has reduced the quantity of goods which had to be
carried long distances by rail from European Russia to Eastern
Siberia. The opening up of the Arctic sea-route during the
short summer has made possible the beginning of the exploita-
tion of the mineral and timber resources of Central and Eastern
Siberia. Graphite, timber, and furs are now shipped down
the Yenessei to Igarka, where they are loaded on to ships
which carry them to Murmansk, Archangel, Vladivostock,